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A spring to never forget! We started the year with all-time high water
and ended it with a record for steelhead landed and more fish over 34”
in one season than ever before. In fact, we landed twelve fish over 34”
this spring! If this is what the spring has to hold for us in the future,
this is a season not to be missed. With some time to reflect on what we
accomplished this season, it is just amazing. The number of fish we
landed is staggering. To be honest, the river spoiled us. Last week I
over heard someone tell his wife that fishing was kind of slow. We had
hooked six steelhead by lunch! He smiled when I asked him about it
and said, “It’s slow compared to last week when we landed 14 in one
day!” That was the season in a nutshell.
Now we are on to the warm weather fish. The next few months will
find us chasing smallmouth, pike, trout, muskie, and gar. The variety
of fish we can catch within a short drive of South Bend is hard to
believe. These trips are some of my favorite of the year. If I picked
only one species to guide, I would pick pike. I love the anger with
which those fish eat a fly. It is a visual take that is startling. On the
other hand, when we guide smallmouth, there is no anxiety at all. It’s
just catch fish after fish all day long. I love summer!
I hope you enjoy reading this issue of Ripple Roundup. If you have
any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
rippleguides@hotmail.com or on my cell at 574-993-7453.
Tight lines,
Dustan Harley
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Gar, the Other Toothy Critter
With summer quickly approaching, I find myself fielding more questions about
gar than ever before. There is a reason people are
excited. These fish are great! They are very
widespread here in Indiana and Michigan; they
are big, mean, aggressive, and fight very well.
What’s not to like? Most of the fishing we do for
gar is by sight. During the heat of the day, they
will be found just under the surface in slower
water. The warmer the better for these guys. They are easiest to find and most
aggressive when the dog days of summer are here. One of the strange things
about gar is the fly we throw. It literally has no hook and is made of rope! The
reason for this method is that the mouth of the
gar is mainly bone and very little flesh.
Getting a hook to stick is very difficult. What
isn’t difficult is getting rope to tangle up in all
of the needle sharp teeth they have. If you are
near a lake or stream with these giants, give
gar fishing a try this summer. I love the days I
get to guide for gar, and you will love chasing
them too!

Product Spotlight
G.Loomis IMX Pro Rods
We were a bit disappointed when Loomis discontinued the Pro4X rod line. That line had been
our go to rod for the last five years or so. We loved them and were sad to see them go. The rod
that has taken over the line is the IMX Pro, and we got our first one in this spring. WOW,
WHAT A ROD! I couldn’t be happier with the change. I haven’t seen Jake and I cast a rod in
the yard in a long time. We were so excited about it we couldn’t wait until we got on water!
These rods cast effortlessly, are accurate, and are very light in the hand. I can’t wait to get our
entire line of single handed rods switched over. There is just one problem. Apparently Jake and
I aren’t the only ones that feel this way. These rods are currently sold out! If your fly shop has
them in stock, run, don’t walk,
and pick one up. I guarantee you
will love it! Check out this video
to hear Loomis rod designer Steve
Rajeff talk about this new line of
rods. I haven’t tried out the short
spey yet, but if it is anything like
the single hander, it will be a
winner, too.

AGE 3
What an unbelievable spring! We caught more fish than any other Pspring
and landed more fish over 34” than we ever have. It was an absolute banner season!
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