Rates
Full-Day Trip ………………….…………………....$425*

Lunch & All Tackle Included
Half-Day Trip ………………….…………………...$325*
Two-Day Overnight Camping Trip ..…….....$880*
*All prices include 1-2 anglers; additional anglers
can be added to any trip for $75.
All trips require a 50% deposit.
Refunds are available if cancellation is made at
least 60 days prior to trip.

F

ounded in 1999 by Dustan Harley. Ripple
Guide Service strives to make your day on
the water as enjoyable as possible. We go the
extra mile to make sure your needs are met.
With a day on the river with Ripple Guide
Service, novice and expert alike have an
opportunity to experience the rivers we call
home. We pride ourselves in teaching all
aspects of fly-fishing. Whether you want to
catch trophy fish or just spend a relaxing day on
the water, our guides’ knowledge of the waters
we fish gives you the fishing opportunity of a
lifetime.

Ripple Guide Service is dedicated to the
preservation of our fisheries through
catch and release fly-fishing.

Dustan Harley-Owner/Operator
52801 Hastings Street
South Bend, IN 46637
(574) 993-7453

www.rippleguides.com
rippleguides@hotmail.com
We are proud to use
Scientific Anglers,
Simms, Lamson,
and G.Loomis
products.

Fishing,

the way it was meant to be...

St. Joseph River
L

ocated in northern Indiana and southern Michigan, the St. Joe and
its tributaries offer the fly fisher year-round angling opportunities
for smallmouth bass, steelhead, and salmon.

Steelhead: The St. Joe is one of America’s finest steelhead rivers.
Beginning in March, steelhead start their annual spawning run. During
prime spawning time, mid-March to late April, sight fishing can yield
hookups of many 8-12 pound fish per day. Without question, the St. Joe
gets the best summer run of any
river in the Great Lakes region.
Beginning
in
June,
the
Skamania strain steelhead begin
their run. When hooked, these
fish spend more time out of the
water than in it.
The
Skamania’s quick runs will test
even the best reels. The fall
migration begins in October on
the heels of the salmon run.
By
November, the steelhead
fishing is top-notch. These fish are fresh from Lake Michigan and eager
to take a swung fly on a spey rod or a nymph dead drifted through a deep
run. As fall turns to winter and anglers get cabin fever, there is no better
reason to get out of the house than to chase steelhead.
Smallmouth: During the heat of the summer, there is no fish more
enjoyable than smallmouth on the Joe. Grab a five-weight and floating
line, kick off your shoes, and relax
because smallmouth fishing on the
Joe is about as good as it gets. These
feisty bronzebacks will eat anything
from crawdad imitations to poppers.
The smallmouth fishing is at its best
from May through September. A real
bonus to our smallmouth trips are the
numerous gar that we find waiting to
ambush a fly.
Salmon: Salmon season on the St. Joe starts in early September when
bright Coho enter the river and turn it into one of the best Coho fisheries
in the Great Lakes. The Coho, chasing brightly-colored streamers, are
some of the most aggressive fish of the year. Later in the month, the
Chinook, the true kings of the river, begin their annual spawning run and
can exceed 25 pounds.
Gar:

Gar are a new target to most fly fishermen. These fish are very
aggressive
and
when
“hooked” can be very aerial
fighters. They are found in
great numbers on the St. Joe
during the summer months.
Typically, we are sight fishing
for these ancient fish and
casting to very large pods.
These fish average 30 inches
and can be brought to the net
in large numbers some days.
Gar make a great addition to our smallmouth trips or by themselves. A
seven or eight-weight rod is preferred as these fish can exceed 50 inches.
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Small Streams
We offer trout, salmon, and steelhead trips on small streams from
northern Indiana to central Michigan. Many of these trips are walk
and wade although a few streams can be floated. The trout fishing is
year round, but the fishing really picks up in March when the stoneflies kick off the hatch season. By mid-April, the hatches and streamer
fishing are in high gear. One of these streams consistently turns out 20
inch fish on dries all summer long, and the opportunity for a true monster on a dry is a real possibility. Some of the most exciting fishing of
the year happens from late May to mid-June when the drakes and
hexes are hatching in clouds. These secluded streams rarely disappoint, so if you are tired of fighting the crowds, think about giving one
of these trips a try. The steelhead runs coincide with the timing on the
St. Joe. As these streams stay
colder, there are certain times
of the year that these streams
are preferred over the big
river. These smaller streams
are also great for the steelhead
angler that enjoys wading.
Doing battle with steelhead in
small streams is an intense
angling experience that is not
to be missed.

Tippecanoe &
Yellow Rivers
Located in northern Indiana, these rivers are home to some very large
pike and smallmouth. The pike average 30 inches, and every take is a
visual delight. We are
typically casting large
streamers or poppers
on these trips. The
takes are startling,
and watching a tenpound pike chase
down its prey in small
water and smashing it
just feet from the boat
is about as exciting as
fishing can get. The
smallmouth trips can
be walk and wade or by boat depending on your preference. These are
small rivers with very little fishing pressure and make for some of the
most scenic fishing around. We also offer overnight camping trips for
those interested in getting the true feeling of the outdoors for a couple
of days. These all-inclusive trips make great bonding with your kids or
significant other.

Fly Fishing
for Beginners
One of the things we love to do as guides is teach people to fly fish!
If you have been thinking about learning this sport, we would love
to teach you. One of the best ways to learn the sport is our summer
smallmouth fishing. We are lucky to have the St. Joe as our office
because it is filled with
smallmouth. The techniques that we use are
simple to learn, and the
fish are eager to take
your offerings whether
you present them perfectly or not. These trips are
a great way to get a
loved one into the sport
and are perfect for kids!
The smallmouth fishing
on the St. Joe is so good
that I guarantee you will
catch fish. Whether you are a seasoned veteran or have never
touched a fly rod, these smallmouth will treat you to a great time.
There really isn’t a more relaxing day on the water than kicking off
your shoes, floating the river, and catching feisty bronzebacks.

Muskie
Over the past decade, fly fishermen have added many new species
to the list of most wanted. At the top of most people’s list would be
the muskie. These toothy critters are found all over the upper
Midwest, and we are blessed with some top-notch muskie fishing
right here in Michiana. The lakes we typically target are the Barbee
Chain of Lakes and Webster Lake. Barbee is a chain of seven small
lakes that gives the angler places to hide from the wind and is home
to, on average, some of the area’s larger fish. Webster Lake is the
most well-known muskie fishery in the area. Most of Webster’s
notoriety comes form the fact that it boasts an average of six adult
fish per acre! This lake can turn the fish of 10,000 casts into a fairly
regular occurrence. We throw
large streamers that imitate the
local baitfish that musky
prefer to chase. The rods we
use are specially built to make
casting these flies a breeze.
Seeing a 50” fish chase a fly to
the side of the boat is a heartstopping experience you must
experience. Only then will you
know what makes the muskie
the top of the most wanted list.
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